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THE  BIBLE  REVEALS  THE  SECURITY  OF 

THE  SAINTS 


“Thou  shalt  be  secure”  (Job  11:18).  “The 
Lord  preserveth  the  faithful”  (Ps.  31:23).  “The 
Lord  loveth  judgment,  and  forsaketh  not  his 
saints;  they  are  preserved  forever”  (Ps.  37:28). 
“I  give  unto  them  eternal  life;  and  they  shall 
never  perish,  neither  shall  any  man  pluck  them  out 
of  my  hand”  (John  10:28).  “I  know  whom  I  have 
believed,  and  am  persuaded  that  he  is  able  to 
keep  that  which  I  have  committed  unto  him  against 
that  day”  (II  Tim.  1:12).  “And  the  Lord  shall 
deliver  me  from  every  evil  work,  and  will  preserve 
me  unto  his  heavenly  kingdom:  to  whom  be  glory 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen”  (II  Tim.  4:18).  “Now 
unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling, 
and  to  present  you  faultless  before  the  presence 
of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy”  (Jude  24). 

THE  BIBLE  REVEALS  THE  SECURITY  OF 
THE  SAINTS  OBTAINED 
ON  SPECIFIC  CONDITIONS 

The  Word  says,  “Repent  and  believe  the  gospel” 
(Mark  1:15).  “Repentance  is  a  deep,  godly  sor¬ 
row  produced  in  the  heart  of  a  sinful  person  by 
the  Word  and  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  from  a 
sense  of  sin  as  endangering  to  his  own  soul  and 
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displeasing  to  God,  he  with  grief  and  hatred  turns 
from  all  known  sin  to  God  as  his  Lord  and  Sav¬ 
iour.”  Upon  this  groundwork,  saving  faith  is 
possible.  To  those  who  object  to  this  order  by 
quoting  their  favorite  text,  Acts  16:31,  we  would 
advise  that-'  they  read  carefully  the  context,  verse 
32  for  instance,  “And  they  spake  unto  him  the, 
word  of  the  Lord,  and  to  all  that  were  in  his 
house.”  Here  is  revelation.  Verse  33,  “And  he 
took  them  the  same  hour  of  the  night,  and  washed 
their  stripes.”  Here  is  restitution:  a  true  evi¬ 
dence  of  repentance.  Read  on,  verse  34,  “When 
he  had  brought  them  into  his  house,  he  set  meat 
before  them,  and  rejoiced,  believing  in  God  with 
all  his  house.”  Here  is  regeneration.  Faith  is 
the  great  condition  of  salvation,  functioning  on 
the  groundwork  of  the  grace  of  repentance.  “He 
that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved” 
(Mark  16:16).  “Therefore  being  justified  by 
faith,  we  have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ”  (Romans  5:1).  “Whosoever  be-> 
lieveth  in  him  shall  not  perish,  but  have  everlast¬ 
ing  life”  (John  3:14-16).  And  the  condition  of 
abiding  is  “Whereto  we  have  already  attained, 
let  us  walk  by  the  same  rule,  let  us  mind  the  same 
thing”  (Phil.  3:16).  “As  ye  have  therefore  re-, 
eeived  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  so  walk  ye  in  hip\” 
(Col.  2:6). 
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THE  BIBLE  REVEALS  THAT  THE  SECURITY 
OF  THE  SAINTS  IS  NOT  INCONSISTENT 
WITH  THE  DANGEiR  OF  BEING  LOST 

There  are  those  who  believe  but  not  unto  salva¬ 
tion:  “‘(Devils  also  believe,  and  tremble”  (James 
2:19).  There  are  those  who  believe  for  a  while 
and  yet  fall  away:  They  on  the  rook  are  they, 
which,  when  they  hear,  receive  the  word  with  joy; 
and  these  have  no  root,  which  for  a  while  believe, 
in  time  of  temptation  fall  away.  See  Matt.  13: 
20,  21,  “...with  joy  receiveth  it  (the  word), 
dureth  for  a  while.” 

There  are  those  “.  .  .who  were  once  enlight¬ 
ened,  and  have  tasted  of  the  heavenly  gift,  and 
were  made  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  have 
tasted  the  good  word  of  God,  and  the  powers  cf 
the  world  to  come,  (it  is  impossible)  if  they  shall 
fall  away,  to  renew  them  again  unto  repentance ; 
seeing  they  crucify  to  themselves  the  Son  of  God 
afresh,  and  put  him  to  an  open  shame”  (Heb.  6: 
4-6).  While  they  crucify  to  themselves  the  Son 
of  God  afresh,  they  are  in  danger  of  eternal  loss; 
if  they  persist,  they  are  eternally  lost. 

There  are  those  who  know  by  experience  the 
sanctifying  power  of  ‘‘the  blood  of  the  covenant,” 
yet  reject  the  only  sacrifice  for  sin  and  thereby 
commit  the  eternal  sin  (Hebrews  10:26-31),  for 
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“there  remaineth  no  other  sacrifice  for  sin.” 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  people  men¬ 
tioned  here  in  Heb.  6  were  saved  people.  We 
have  underscored  the  strong  statement  made  con¬ 
cerning  them  for  this  purpose.  But  they  fell 
away  and  were  in  danger  of  eternal  sin,  or  “the 
unpardonable  sin.” 

THE  BIBLE  REVEALS  THEN,  THE  SECURITY 

OF  THE  SAINTS  AS  CONDITIONAL, 

BUT  NEVERTHELESS  ETERNAL 

It  may  be  well  to  realize  that  the  promise  of 
life  recorded  in  John  3:15-18,  is  in  the  present 
tense,  not  in  the  past  tense:  “Whosoever  believeth 
(is  now  believing)  in  him  hath  eternal  life.  .  .He 
that  believeth  (now  believing)  is  not  condemned. 
He  that  believeth  not  (not  now  believing*)  is  con¬ 
demned  already.”  Present  appropriating  faith  is 
the  condition  here  revealed.  The  Apostle  John, 
in  his  first  epistle  3:8',  says:  “He  that  committeth 
sin  is  of  the  devil,”  (In  verse  9,  John  says,  “Who¬ 
soever  is  born  of  God  doth  not  commit  sin;  for 
his  seed  remaineth  in  him;  and  he  cannot  sin,  be¬ 
cause  he  is  born  of  God.”  Indeed,  John  reveals 
the  fact  that  if  a  brother  backslides  far  enough 
to  hate  his  brother,  he  thereby  forfeits  eternal 
life:  “Whosoever  hateth  his  brother  is  a  murderer: 
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and  ye  know  that  no  murderer  hath  eternal  life 
abiding  in  him”  (I  John  3 : 15 ) . 

It  is  often  asserted  that  “once  a  child,  always 
a  child.”  The  lost  man  in  eternity  was  addressed 
by  father  Abraham  as  “son.”  His  sonship  did  not 
save  him  from  being  lost.  He  was  a  lost  son 
(Luke  16:25).  The  father  of  the  prodigal  son 
said  concerning  his  boy:  “This  my  son  was  dead, 
and  is  alive  again;  he  was  lost,  and  is  found.” 
(Luke  15:24).  A  lost  son!  A  dead  son! 

It  seems  that  in  this  connection  much  of  the 
difficulty  arises  from  carrying  the  analogy  of  the 
“new  birth”  to  an  extreme.  In  the  natural  birth, 
the  child  born  has  nothing  to  do  with  it;  no  con¬ 
dition  to  meet:  in  the  spiritual  birlh  the  child  has 
everything  to  do  with  it.  He  is  “born  again”  on  the 
condition,  “He  that  believeth  in  HIM.”  Thus  the 
spiritual  birth  is  entirely  different. 

It  is  often  said,  “Once  a  sheep,  one  could  never 
become  a  goat.”  If  a  goat  could  become  a  sheep, 
it  does  appear  that  by  a  similar  process  a  sheep 
could  become  a  goat.  At  any  rate,  we  have  seen 
some  folk  who  were  supposed  to  be  sheep  act  very 
much  like  goats;  walked  like  them,  shaking  their 
heads;  and  like  goats,  bunting  everything  contrary 
to  their  opinion.  It  should  ever  be  remembered 
that  the  change  from  a  sinner  to  a  Christian  is 
not  an  organic  change  but  a  spiritual  change;  a 
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change  wrought  on  specific  condition  and  that 
.condition  should  be  ever  observed  “As  ye  have 
therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  so  walk 
ye  in  HIM”  (Col.  2:6). 

“My  sheep,”  said  Christ  Jesus,  “hear  my  voice, 
and  I  know  them,  and  they  follow  me;  and  I  give 
unto  them  eternal  life”  (John  10:27,  28).  There 
are  three  great  marks  or  characteristics  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  whom  Christ  gives  eternal  life.  These 
marks  are  given  by  Himself  and  they  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

1.  They  hear  His  voice, 

2.  He  knows,  them. 

3.  They  follow  Him. 

The  question,  then,  is,  do  I  hear  His  voice?  Does 
He  know  me?  Do  /T  follow  Him?  If  not  my  claims 
are  false.  The  sheep  to  whom  Jesus  gives  eternal 
life,  then,  are  the  sheep  who  hea'r  His  voice  and 
who  follow  Him.  What  about  those  who  do  not 
hear  His  voice  and  who  do  not  follow  Him? 
Would  they  be  those  who  “.  .  .do  not  abide  in  Him 
(to  use  the  Master’s  figure)  and  are  cast  forth 
as  a  branch  and  v/ithered;  and  men  gather  them 
and  cast  them  into  the  fire,  and  they  are  burned” 
(John  15:5,  6). 

To  show  how  far  some  have  gone  on  the  'uncon¬ 
ditional  security  idea,  one  has  only  to  read  what 
Pit  R - has  to  say  in  one  of  his  books.  He  says; 
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‘■Many  a  David  after  God’s  own  heart  in  other 
matters,  may  be  with  his  Bathsheba  when  Jesus 
Comes.  Many  a  Peer  will  ibe  warming  by  the 
devil’s  fire  and  denying  his  Lord.  So  we  may  ex¬ 
pect  the  roofs  of  picture  houses  to  need  repair 
when  Jesus  comes  for  His  own!” 

One  could  hardly  read  such  statements  without 
paising  some  questions.  What  of  the  standard  of 
Scripture,  that  nothing  unclean  can  enter  Hie 
heavenly  city?  That  no  whoremongers  can  enter 
there?  (Rev.  22:15).  Where  would  this  so-called 
David  get  ready  or  was  he  ready  when  in  the  act. 
of  adultery?  And  what  of  Bathsheba?  Where 
would  she  go?  The  supposition  is,  that  if  Bath¬ 
sheba  had  some  time  before,  a  religious  experience* 
like  that  of  David,  she  would  go  up  too;  if  not, 
she  would  be  left. 

It  is  understood,  of  course,  that  we  are  not 
here  discussing  the  David  and  Bathsheba  of  the 
Bible. 

What  is  the  difference  between  this  indulgence 
under  the  guise  of  eternal  security  and  that  of 
Papal  indulgence  against  which  the  noble  Luther 
took  such  a  stand? 

There  is  need  at  this  hour  of  warning  against 
“false  security”  among  professors  of  Christian  re-^ 
ligion.  “And  hereby  we  do  know  that  we  do  know 
hini,  if  we  keep  his  commandments.”  “He  thaf 
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saith,  I  know  him,  and  keepeth  not  his  command¬ 
ments,  is  a  liar,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him”  (I 
John  2:3-4).  To  be  a  “liar”  is  surely  more  than 
being  merely  “out  of  fellowship”!  What  a  re¬ 
buke  to  them  who  claim  to  know  him,  yet  keepeth 
not  his  commandments!  “My  sheep,”  saith  the 
Master,  “hear  my  voice,  and  I  know  them,  and 
they  follow  me”  (John  10:27).  What  of  those 
who  are  disobedient  and  do  not  follow  him?  To 
his  church  in  Sardis,  Christ  said,  “He  that  over- 
cometh,  the  same  shall  be  clothed  in  white  rai¬ 
ment;  and  I  will  not  blot  out  his  name  out  of  the 
book  of  life”  (Rev.  3:5).  What  of  those  who  do 
not  overcome?  The  implication  is  serious.  The 
fact  of  the  matter  is,  there  is  no  security  in  sin 
but  there  is  in  Christ;  hence  the  need  of  “abiding 
in  Him.” 

Did  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  not  say,  “I  go  my 
way,  and  ye  shall  seek  me,  and  shall  die  in  your 
sins:  whither  I  go,  ye  cannot  come.”  (John  8:21). 
Did  He  not  say,  “The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall 
die”?  (Ezek.  18:4,  20).  Is  not  the  promise  of 
final  salvation  to  those  who  endure  to  the  end? 
(Mt.  10:22).  Is  not  the  promise  of  protection 
from  destruction  to  those  who  defile  not  the 
temple  of  God?  (I  Cor.  3:17).  Is  not  the  promise 
of  protection  from  being  a  castaway  to  those  who 
keep  their  body  under?  (I  Cor.  9:27).  Is  it  not 
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that  which  we  commit  to  him,  that  he  promises  to 
keep?  (Ill  Tim.  1:12).  He  will  keep  provided 
we  do  the  committing',  for  he  cannot  keep  that 
which  is  not  committed.  Is  it  not  recorded  that 
those  who  abide  in  Christ  are  purged  and  those 
who  do  not  abide  in  him  are  “taken  away/’  “cast 
forth”?  (John  15:2-6).  Does  the  Word  not  say 
that  those  who  live  after  the  flesh,  “shall  die,” 
but  “those  who  through  the  Spirit  do  mortify  the 
deeds  of  the  body,”  they  “shall  live”?  (Romans 
8:13).  Is  it  not  those  who  are  faithful  in  the 
least,  who  have  the  promise  of  true  riches?  (Luke 
16:11,  12).  Is  it  not  to  those  who  obey,  lie  be¬ 
comes  the  author  of  eternal  salvation?  (Heb.  5: 
9). 

The  warnings  of  the  Scripture  are  many.  The 

safe  way  would  be  to  heed  them.  Out  of  the  many, 
here  are  a  few: 

1.  “But  Christ  as  a  son  over  his  own  house; 
whose  house  are  we,  if  we  hold  fast  the  confidence 
and  the  rejoicing  of  the  hope  firm  unto  the  end.” 
(Heb.  3:6). 

2.  “He  became  the  author  of  eternal  salvation 
unto  all  them  that  obey  him”  (Heb.  5:9). 

3.  “Having  damnation,  because  they  have  cast 
off  their  first  fai^h.  For  some  are  already  turned 
aside  after  Satan”  (I  Tim.  5:12,  15). 

4.  “Beware  lest  ye  also,  being  led  away  with 
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the  error  of  the  wicked,  fall  from  your  stedfast- 
ness”  (II  Peter  3:17). 

5.  “If  that  which  ye  have  heard  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  shall  remain  in  you,  ye  also  shall  continue 
in  the  Son,  and  in  the  Father”  (I  John  2:24). 

6.  ‘‘Whosoever  transgresseth  and  abideth  not 
in  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  hath  not  God”  (II  John 
9). 

7.  “If  after  they  have  escaped  the  pollutions  °f 

the  world  through  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  they  are  again  entangled 
therein,  and  overcome,  the  latter  end  is  worse 
with  them  than  the  beginning”  (II  Peter  2:20-22). 

8.  “He  that  saith  hie  abideth  in  him  ought  him¬ 
self  also  so  to  walk,  even  as  he  walked”  (|I  John 
2:6). 

9.  “I  fear,  lest  by  any  means,  as  the  serpent 
beguiled  Eve  through  his  subtilty,  so  your  minds 
should  be  corrupted  from  the  simplicity  that  is  in 
Christ”  (II  Cor.  11:3). 

10.  “Paul  and  Barnabas,  who,  speaking  to  them, 
persuaded  them  to  continue  in  the  grace  of  God” 

(Acts  13:43). 

11.  “Exhorting  them  to>  continue  in  the  faith, 

and  that  we  must  through  much  tribulation  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God”  (Acts  14:22). 

12.  “Watch  ye  therefore.  .  .lest  coming  suddenly 
he  find  you  sleeping”  (Mark  13:35,  36). 
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.  13.  “When  I  shall  say  to  the  righteous,  that  he 
shall  surely  live;  if  he  trust  to  his  own  righteous¬ 
ness  and  commit'  iniquity,  all  his  righteousnesses 
shall  not  be  remembered;  but  for  his  iniquity  that 
he  hath  committed,  he  shall  die  for  it”  (Ezek.  33: 
13). 

14.  “The  soul  that  sinnetlh,  it  shall  die”  (Ezek. 
18:20). 

With  an  inward  experience  of  salvation  from 
all  sin,  witnessed  to  by  the  Holy  Spirit  (Romans 
8:16),  and  by  our  own  spirit  (II  Cor.  1:12),  and 
with  a  spiritual  setness  by  the  grace  of  God  to  go 
through  with  Christ,  we  can  cry  out  with  St.  Paul, 
“Who  shall  separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ? 
shall  tribulation,  or  distress,  or  persecution,  or 
famine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword?  As  it 
is  written,  For  thy  sake  we  are  killed  all  the  day 
long;  we  are  accounted  as  sheep  for  the  slaughter. 
Nay,  in  all  these  things  we  are  more  than  con¬ 
querors  through  him  that  loved  us.  For  I  am  per-- 
suaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels, 
nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present, 
nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any 
other  creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from 
the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord” 
(Romans  8:35-39). 

This  tract  may  be  secured  from  the  author. 
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